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EXPLANATION. 



Tbb Table, on the opposite page, or one coostracted upon the same principles, is to 1m 
bound in, or otherwise placed at the beginning of a blank vehane of faintJined paper* 
ruled with head.line, and a left-hand maigin of about an inch and a half in width* 

This blank book is presumed to be divided into twenty-six chapters. A, B, C, D, ES* 
F, &c., and each chapter, except Q*, into six sections, a, e, i, 0| u, j— -the chaptar, tho 
section, and the folio being indicated at the head of each page. 

By this arrangement, the opposite Table is a perpetual Diueroxr, pointiqg to the 
chspter, section, and p<ige of the blank book, where every entry is to be made, however 
numerous the names or various the subjects within the scope indicated. In this respect, 
it difTers entirely from other indexes, which ere usually constructed to suit the entries 
already msde ; and from other alpkaheU^ which usually occupy as many pages as there 
are letters ; and at the same time, it differs from both, by giving at a glance a synopsis 
of the whole arrangement of the book, and the system of classification and apportion- 
ment, which are more fully explained upon the back of tbe Table, page 4. 

As a Cemmon^flaee AwAr,— this blsnk volume becomes the repository for original 
thoughts, extracts, abstracts, &c., indeed for memoranda of every needful variety ; and, 
at the same time, it is gradually becoming an Unicertal Index of reference to every 
subject of interest within the range of human knowledge, so far as the proprietor may 
see fit to extend his resesrch and make minutes of the same ; and it may be filled up by 
esch individual for himself, as inclination, ability, and circumstances may enable liim« 
from youth to old age ; and is such a book ss no man should be without. 

The capital letters, vowels, and large figures in the tsble, refer to the psges of the 
General Index or volume ; the small f^res show the number of names or of psges, to 
which each cliapter and each section is entitled according to calcalation. 

When an entry or memorandum is to be made, observe the following 

DIRECTIONS. 

If a subject begin with A, piece it in chspter A. If with M, P, L, S, W, or any 
otlier letters, put it in the chspter of the ssme name as the initial letter. 

If, sfter the first letter of the word, the first vowel be a, let the word be put in seetiam 
a, of its proper chapter ; and the same of e, i, o, u, or y. Against these vowels or sec* 
tions sre figures, referring to the page where the entry is to be made. The character, 
istic word, name, or subject, should be distinctly and legibly written in the left-hand 
margin of the book. This is psrticularly useful in reference ; for a number of words may 
begin alike, as they do in a dictionary or directory, and sre then to be sought in the 
marginal colcunn as words are sought in a dictionary or directory. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 
In the word Adams, A is the first letter, and a the first vowel that follows after that 

first letter, therefore this subject belongs to chapter A, section a, which is psge 1 

The word Boston, by the same rule, belongs to chspter B, section o, page 31 

The word Philadelphia, to chapter P, section i, page .... 209 

The words War snd Washington, to chspter W, section s, psge . • S83 

The words Navy and Napoleon, to chapter N, section s, psge . . • 177 
The words Congress and Constitution, to chapter C, section o, page . . 58 

The word Tyler, to chspter T, section y, page 273 

The word Bank, to chapter B, section a, psge ...... 18 

The word Veto, to chspter V, section e, page 280 

When a word begins with s vowel, snd hss no other vowel sfter it, the first letter de. 

termines both the chapter snd the section to which the word belongs, vix, Mr. Olds 

should be pat in O, o, and Mr. Ash in A, s. 

This system is so perfectly simple snd essy, as to require no further explsnstion— 

though it msy be gratifying, and perhsps instructive, to resd the lecture which follows, 

ss it presents the sdvanta^es of method, snd the disadvantages of its sbsence, in a va. 

riety of imposing forms, wliich must convince every one thst something hss been here. 

tofore wanting, to supply which, is the object of the following Lecmre, and the series of 

Tables ajluded to on the 4rh page. 

* Am maahrajrt foUowad by u, the ehaptar need not 1m divided into wctiooa. 

Entered accordtnff to Act of Confraw, in the fmx 1841. bf Mascus T. C. Govlb. in tbe Clerk*! OIBe 
Sf the Westeni Dutrict of Pennsylvania. 
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NOTICE. 

• 

Set£Ral Tables have been constructed like the one on the first side of this leaf, 
though graduated for different purposes, and for various quantities of blank book, viz :— - 
for a Universal Index^ or Common^Place Book, of miscellaneous subjects — 150, 300, 
and 500 pages ; and for men's names, 1250, 2500, 5000, and 10,000. 

A Key or Guide has also been provided for the construction of Alphabets and Indexes 
to Legers, publishers' mail books, the books of public offices, d&c. 

So far as the names of men are concerned, this guide is deduced from an analysis of 
the following City Directories^ viz : — Albany, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bald- 
more, Charleston, New Orleans, Sl Louis, Cincinnati, and Pittsbuig. 

Bo far as miscellaneous subjects are embraced, the Tables are based upon the result 
of a thorough examination of the following works, viz : — ^Webster's large Dictionary of 
the English Language, Crabbe's Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, Lemprierels 
Classical Dictionary, McCuUoch's Commercial Dictionary, Falconer's Marine Dictionary, 
Tomlins' Law Dictionary, Hooper's Medical Dictionary, Cruden's Concordance, Brooks' 
Universal Grazetteer of the World, Directory of the City of New York, Catalogue of 
14,000 Posuoffices in the United States, Scripture Names of Men and Women, Index to 
Digests of the Laws of the United States, and of the State of New York ; to the Eney. 
clopedia Americana ; and lastly, to the catalogues of the three great libraries — that of 
Harvard University, at Cambridge, Mass. ; Philadelphia Library ; and the Library of 
Congress, at Washington. 

To correct the predominance of French names in one city, German in another, M*^ 
in a third, and Vans in a fourth, the aggregate of all the names in all the aforementioned 
directories was ascertained ; next, the aggregate of all the names beginning with A, 
with B, with C, and so on through the Alphabet ; and lastly, all having the vowel 
a, e, i, o, u, y, after the initial letter. From these results, Tables are made to 
exhibit the proportional number of names which will probably fall under each initial and 
each vowel in the leger of a merchant, banker, or publisher, who may have 1250, 3500, 
5000, or 10,000 patrons or customers. The same investigation was resorted to in refer, 
ence to the miscellaneous subjects embraced in the miscellaneous works enumerated, 
and the same in reference to poet.offices, to determine the relative frequency of names 
likely to commence with each particular letter. On the same page of the guide 
is shown the relative frequency of all the individual letters of the English alphabet, enu 
ployed for all purposes, as set forth in a late edition of the London Typefounders^ Scale. 
This last, so fiir as the relative frequency of each vowel is concerned, is important in the 
construction of alphabetical indexes, especially as a great number of names of persons, 
places or subjects, cannot be readily referred to without the aid of the vowels as well 
as the initials. 

Persons who have ever attempted the construction, renewing or remodelling of such 
an alphabet or index, even for their own use, will readily appreciate the convenience of 
the Key or Guide here alluded to. 

Copyrights have been secured, and plates stereotyped for these Tables, and they will 
soon bo for sale by booksellers and stationers throughout the United States. 

Price of Key to Universal Index, 10 cents for every 100 pages of Blank Book for 
which the key is calculated ; that is, 15 cents for a blank book of 150 pages ; 30 cents 
for a blank book of 300 pages, and 50 cents for a blank book of 500 pages. This is the 
price of the Index, including the privilege of copyright to apply it to books as directed. 
Price of Index to men's names, 10 cents for each 1000 names ; that is, 50 cents for » 
Key to a Leger or Book for 5000 names, etc. etc. Lecture &.c. at the end ofBlank Book. 

Printed and furnished at wholesale by ALSxiimsR S. Gould, No. 144 Nassau^treeti 
New York . 



PATRONS OF THE UNIVERSAL INDEX. 
UvUnt* WLxU^MXUf 4>4elAOv«6 _t«^ SifXif»tx^^ JiLo^ 

^cr^Ux, ^^*-^^ icauM^Ml 




"eiy^lLU^^^/^^^ -Xx^vt^e,^ 





ZZ' ^^t'^^t^^^^'J^^ 



e^Rt/K^. ..S^. 

















UatIN* PIL. CT SO. 



NOTZOaS. . . 

The following are a few of tbe numeroue notiees which have appeared in dlArent ptfta of tba United 
States 4nce the publication of the foregoing work— odivra are ooiiiied, for waul of rooiB. 

From the JTmcAerftveiker.— We have received ftom M. T. C. Gould, the dtatingufataed Btanogimpher,* 
copy of a work, which in tlie hands of netf bcd^, will be of the greater eervlce. It li endtled, Gould*! 
Uoiveraal Index, and Every Body's Own Book, with direcUons for savbig time, acquiring knowledge, and 
having ii at command through lil'e. by means of an ai^roprlate alphabetical and numerical key : deiteied 
for the use of schools aM colleges in the Uiiiicd Stales; for profussional n^«n, lovers of literature andscl- 
eiice, politicians, men of business, and lor all who think witli Franklin that time Is money — that a penny 
saved is wortli two earned ; or. wkJi Solomon, that *• Ktiowledite is better tlian fine gold,** and " Wladooi 
beittT than rul>ies.'* Mr. (joulU numbem among bis sufaeoribeni all the most eminent men of the natiim, 
wlio have exp.eksed tiie uioat unquajilicd approbation of the plan. It dcsurves the ampleai 



From the JWw York Stamdard.—We find uf^on our table a br1efM>ut neatly pdnied .quarto pubUcatkn, 
wi:h the following title, viz -.—OouUCa Unicfr»ai Indez^ and Everyilody's Own Book| kA^ ict. 

From a pretty attentive ezAniiiialtou of the conttnts of this work, we have no doubt of lis iupedoi1|y 
over any thing that has before appealed, having a similar ol^t in view. The same opinion has bcwa 
expressed, we dii>cover, by nunienms disiinguislied individuals throughout tbe United Btales, wlio have 
already become patrons of the work. 

It proposes, in nidiiion to whot is expressed by tlie title, to aid all classes in the important work of be> 
coming more systematic and metliodicai, in the classification and arrangement of their various loaowledge 
.through life; and that each mun shall wiiie at least one boek, which As may call "sif Mm te»V* bm 
which book slmll be, In fact, a Oenerul Index to all his r>>ading and knowledge from youth to old age. 

The plan is so simple as to be understood by a child, and yet so comprehensive as to embrace evoy 
conceivable subject within the circle of human knowledge, we uudersiand that the author Is uepariaf 
a series oi blank-books, oC diflerent sixes and prices, to suit various classes. The one which we have sam 
is not unlike the specimens of Index Rerum and Commen-vUee Book already in use, though got up in su- 
perior style ; but at the commencement of such book Is placed the publication now under conaideratioB, 
which presents upon a single page a try, or direetory^ pointing to tlie pages upon which various iiema aru 
to be posted, like so many entries in a merchant's leger. 

The process by which the autlior has arrived at a Judicious division of space among the several Jettwi 
of the alphabet, is both novel and ingenious ; and tliough attended with great labor, is probalriy tlie only 
one by which equal accuracy could have been attained. 

Having ruled twenty-six perpendicular columns, and placed at their head tlie letters of tbe alphabet, b« 
proceeded to ascertain^ and place hi appropriate columns the relative frequency of eaeb letter, as oboWn 
by about 300 different alphabets, employed for as many different olgects. 

The frequency of each initial letter in each and all these alphabets was ascertained, and tbe results be* 
Ing arranged under each other in the 96 columns, were added up, and thus the fair average determinod. 

riext was ascertained by the typefounder's scale and printer's cases, the relative frequency of the vow 
eb, and tlie combined results of these vanoiui Investigations formed tlie basis of calculation, upon which 
tables are constructed and stereotyped for 150, 300, and 500 pages of a Mank-book, and one of toeae tabtaa 
Is idaced at the beginning of each book. 

In addition to tlii« the author has furnished a very compreliensive and Instructive loetmro upon tbe sub- 
ject, and a ctassiflcation (»f the libraries alluded to, which cannot fkil to be interesting and instructive. 

Judging by what we have seen, and by the favor which the work has aheady received from many of 
the most distinguished and talented men in the nation, we doubt not that it will find a ready sale, and 
richly compensate the author for his arduous labor. 



From tbe Jfational InteUigeneer, Washington City.— Unwernl Hdon. — We find upon our table a i 
publication in quano form with a title-page as follows, via : " OouUTo Univertai Iwdex^** Ac 

The page following the title explains the application of the work lo the objects proposed, gives directlona 
for carrying the same into execution, and illustrates the process bv examples. It divides a blank-book 
Into 28 chapters. A, B, C, D, £, &&, and each chapter into tt sections, a, e. i, o, u, y, and presents a mt 
nopals of this classidcatiim upon a single page at the commencement of tlie blank volume. This synopsu, 
then, is a dir«clsry, bv which all entries are to be made, in their appropriate places throughout the book, 
no matter how diversified the subjects ; so that, by the use of the same dtrsctory as an ttitfsz, tbe various 
aubjecls can at all times be referred to, as we refer to a word in a dictionary. 

This is folkiwed by a lecture and iliustrationa ; and, as a whole, it striken us aa both tngemoua and 
notfuL It is extremely simple, and easily understood, ttiough it has cost much labor, as wifi be evident 
to all who examine it It costs but 50 cents, and is for sale by tbe bookselleta. 

From tbe Madisomiam, Washington City.— {7iitefrM< Index^ and Everw Bodf*§ Own BesAw— We have 
Just been shown a new publication, with the above title, and are satisfied, by a moment's inspection, that 
it Is an iii|p!niously devised plan for " saving time, acquiring knowledge, and having It at command 
through Ule, by means of an appropriate alphabetical and numerical key'* to the reading and knowledge 
of our whole lives. 

The Kejf spoken of occupies but one page, but is fottowed by a Lecture and other lllustratlono, which 
are to be bound at the commencement of a blank volume— which volume, it Is asserted, sliould be in the 
hands of everp individual, that every body may write at least one book, lut for otAsrs, but for kiwue^f, 
and that such book, thus written acconlinc to the directkms given, sliall be a diary, Journal, comwoa-plaeo 
book, and Also an Universal Index to all the knowledge of the Individual who writes It. 

We have determined to try it, and recommend others to do likewise. 

From the Globe, Washington City.— Avery Bodf*» Own Book^ to be written bj himself, herMlf, and 
themselves, acaording to each and every, of his, her, and their own fancy, inclination, and abilhy, Ice 

But, to be more explicit, we must acknowledce tliat we have been gratified, not only by the preoenUf 
Hon^ but by the brief examinatien of Gould' e Universal Indexj &c.; tlie object of which, as set forth, Is. 
to teach men method^ epstcm, order, and a Judicious arrangement of their intellectual goods, warn, and 
merchandise, in such manner and form that they may be forthcoming and available in time of need, ratiier 
than lost ana forgotten, /or want of registry and an index. 

Tbe publication which we are trying to notice is in a quarto form, of some 30 pagea, to be nefized lo • 
Honk volmsM of J300 or 500 pages* acfi«Mding to the requlrementa of each particular IndivkiuaL 

It is bfikuUfulIy prinied, on fine paper, and ooati but 50 c8bIb-«imI we «a, by Om oovw, ttait It Ii •■ 
Mit It tba hgffkfBTir't- 



Tbb Moimiia Cousiti awb New Tobi Enquibbi. GwUTt UniMrtal Index, md Every Body'i Own 
Book, ^e. 4«. Bf Mmrtus T. C. OouU. Georgo T. Cookdg«f 874 Peftrl-ttrMt. Mr. GodM, the author 
of this admimble •f^vman, ia the eminent Stenogrepheri and he has really elaborated a iystem which etrikea 
ua at being the most admirable help to a methodical dinweition of time and labor that has erer been invented. 
The index i» the result of caleulattons immense enou^n and complicated enourh. one would thiidi, to have 
nquired the unremitted application of half an industrious roan*s hfe, and is withal so simple, after it i$ v 
rioed a/, that the mere child may understand it without difficulty, and use it with infinite pront and advan- 
taf*. We cannot help belicTing that a system so well calculated to benefit " erery body,** will be adofited. 
Sure we are that as many as do adopt it will find themselyes well icpaidi and always feel grateful to Mr. 
Gould for putting them upon such a track. ...._ 

Nbw Yobe Ambbioah. a Umvereat Index, and Every Bodfs Own Book, We are quite persuaded that 
the method hers offered by Mr. Gould for keeping a oommon*place book, will, in practice, be found an im- 
provement upon that of Locke. The plan is founded upon the general notion of mercantile book-keeping. 

Merchants and other business men, by means of a day-book, journal, leger, and slphaLet, are enabled to 
know, at any time, the amount, the whereabouts, and the condition of their iranous items of property acd 
money. The utility and indispensability of such books and such system, have been long scknowledged ny all. 

The new system maT be scarcely less useful for ideas than that for dollars. It looks to the safekeeping «/ 
meefnl kmrnaledge, in all cases where it is inoouTenient, or deemed unsafe to trust the memory alone. It is 
adapted to tha requirements of all men who read, write, and think— of all who are, or may be, in possession 
of anpropriate materials for thinking, speaking, or writing. 

Tue author says—'* If facts were dollars, and ideas dimes or cents, they would not be trusted to memory 
alone ; there would be some attempt at book-keeping, even in our schools and collegea, as well as in oui 
connting'houses and business oflices. And beliering, with Solomon, ' that knowledge is better than fine 
gold,* and that the materials of which it is co m posed are as liable to escape from the memonr as the materi 
als which constitute our perishable earthly riches, under the denomination of dollars and rents, I see ar 
good reason why a uniform srstem of literary book-keeping may not bo brought into general use, having the 
safe-keeping of useful knowledge solely in view." 

The plan which he nroposes is certainly very ingenious— it is simple, and yet oomprehensiva. It has 
been matured by great labor, and is ajqinoved by the ablest minds ia the nation ; and so &r as we can pei^ 
eoive, is hardly suscaptibie of improvament 

A single volume is made to peiform,by a single operation, the office of day-book, journal, leger, and alpha- 
bet—though the order is oompletelv reversed, making the>ir#f laet and the last fast. That usnful and in- 
dispensable accompaniment, an alphabet or mdex, is not left idle, till entries shall have passed through 
day-book and journal, into a leger ; but it stands first snd foremost, to point out and direct where each and 
eveiT entry shall be made, giving chapter, section and page, and at the same time becoming responsible for 
the iorthcoining of such anteiea, on all future demands. A preliminary essay explains the whole mode of 
proceeding. . 

The New Woblo. Uniooroal Index, amd Every Body's Own Bt0ok. An improved stereotype edition, 
published in the city of New Yoric. and for sale by the booksellers. 

This edition, which is a quarto lorm of over three hundred pages, is got up in beautiful style— the yoffa, 
printing, and binding are good, and the price reasonable. 

It is worth V of L-onsideration, that this work, which was first published in Washington city in September 
hut, has, in less than six months, passed from a fast to a tJnrd editton. We perceive that it has been 
patronised and recommended by many distinguished literary gentlemen, well.known to the American pub- 
lic whoee autographs we have just examined in a volume of the Universal Index, now in possession oi Ui« 
author, Mr. Gould. 

Of what we have seen and heard of this Universal Index Rgmm, or Com m onplaee Book, we have no doubt 
of its happy adaptation to the objects proposed, viz : " saving time, acquiring knowledge, and having it at 
eommand Ubroogh life." It is penectly plain and comprehensible, and recommends itself, not only to pro- 
fessional and literary men, but to business men of slmost every grade— and, especially, to young men in 
schools and colleges, and those who are studying professions, or endeavoring to treasure up useral know- 
ledge for the ioumey of life. 

There can hardly ha a dissenting voica aa to the iiMtfy of aooh a plan, or the faness of the work under 
eonsideration. _ 

BvEEiEO Post. N. Yobs. GomUTs Univeroxl Imdox, This is a sort of common-place hook, or Index 
Rerum, prepared on a novel and improved plan, to instruct scholars in a method for saving time in the aoqui- 
aition of knowledge, and for having it at oomnmnd through life, by means of an alphabetical and numerical 
key. The author tiiinka it can be made of nasontisl service to professional men, men of business, politi- 
cians, Ac. 

The process by which he has arrived at a judicious division of space amon^ the eeveral letters of the 
alphabet, is both novel and ingonious ; and though attended with great labor, is probably the only one by 
wnich equal aocumcy could have been attained. 

Having ruled twenty*«ix perpendicular columns, and placed at their head the letters of the alphabet, ha 
proceeded to ascertain the frequency of each initial letter, ss shown by about 300 difiisrent alphabets, em- 
ployed fur aa many different objects ; the results being arruged under each other in the twenty-aix oohimns, 
wen added up, and thus the fair average determined. 

Next was ascertained by the typefounder's scale, the printer's cases, and extensive count, the relative 
frequency of the vowels ; and the combined results of these various investigations formed the basis of calcu- 
lation, upon which tables are constructed and stereotvped for ISO, 300, and 500 pages of a blank-book, and 
one of these tables is placed at the beginning of each oook. 

In addition to this, the author has fumiahed a very comprehennve and instructive lecture upon the aub- 
ject, and a chumification of several extensive librariee, viz., that of Harvard University, Philadelphia Library, 
and Congross Library, which cannot fail to be interesting and instructive. 

New Yobk Suh. Goulds UmverseU Index, Mr. M. T. C. Gould, of stenographic celebrity, has jmre- 
pared and published a volume under the above title, which oommends itself to universal attention. The 
object of the work is to instruct scholars in a method for saving time in the acquisition of knowledge, and of 
having that knowledge at all timea at as ready command aa definitions are in a dictionary. The plan by 
which this is accomplished is extremely simple— vrithin the comprehension of the youngest students— and at 
the same time ingemous and comprehensive : evincing much labor and perseverance on the part of the author. 
It ia cakulatad for universal use, and vriU be found as valuable an auxiliary to the studies and reaeaichM cf 
thtpiiifewbiiialman and the philosqphar as to the youngest searchers after knowledge. 



CoMMBBClAL AovKSTfBBP. Gould't UMverttU Index.— 'ThB hi^nnft/ of Mr. Gould htt }uf wnpj^ind 
t Tery great desideratum. We all knofw, or oa§;ht to know, how gfuxl a pnctioe it is to keep a oommoD' 
place-book ; how it assist! the memory, promotea tho haUt of method, rescues from obliTion a multitude of 
tacts and observations which at some time or other are sure to be useful, and in a variety of wajrs oootii- 
hutes to the fonnation of an intcllifrent and well-informed man. But the diflSculty always luis been that one 
never knew wltere to look, in a well-filled ooniman-]>lace-book, for anv particular subject or entry that might 
be wanted. Now, Mr. Gould has prepared a blank-book in which, by a simple but Tory iugenious contri- 
Tance, an index is made as the filliiiK-up of the book goes on ; each entry goes at once under its pntper head, 
and any one among five thousand may be singled out in a moment, even though years may have elapaed 
since it was made. With this valuable help to method and regularity we advise every one to keep a eom- 
mon-place-book. _ 

New ToBK Obsbkvbv. GoultPs UnivfrMal Jndex^ m»d Everf Body*M Own Book ; with directions for 
saving time, acquirin^r kDuwlo<ige, and having it at command through life, by means of an appropriate Alpha- 
beticfu and Nuniencal Key. Desifzned for the use of Schools and Colleges in the Vnited States ; for pn^ 
fessiousl men, lovers of Literature and Science, Politicians, men of business, and for all who think with 
Fbankun, that '*time is money," that '*a penny saved is worth two earned," or with Solomon, tliat 
" Knowletke is better than fine gold," and " Wisdom better than rubies." By Marcus T. C Gould, Steno* 
grapher. Third edition, revised. New York : 184i. 

We have given the title-pa^e entire, because it ntoet appropriately tells the story for the publication— its 
character and designs. We have examined the work with some care, and are fully satistied that too much 
cannot be said in its praise. No one who has not used, or seen in use, something of the kind, can realize 
the importance of such a svstem in accumulating nfund of hMmltdge^ and storing it away in such a man- 
ser as to bo aheayt ormlooU. 

A compendious and most romprrhensive key is prefixed to the work, furnishing at all times a perfect index 
to everything which may Ijc reftistereU in the volume, lite author luust prjssess wore patience and industry 
than fall to tne common lot of man, or lie would never have submitted to the lalMirious investigation ref|uisit« 
for the preparation of such a key. Iho Key gives it great superiority over every other system we have 
ever seen. 

Crbistun Adtocatb AMD Jovbkal. GouttTt Univertal MeXy end Everf Body*» Own Book; with 
directions jot saving hm^, ocqmting knoroirdge^ and having it at comwtand Ihromgh At/c, b« wuohm of 
on appropriate Alphabeitcal and Numerical Key. By Marcus T. C Gould, Stenographer. New York : 
George F. Cooledgc, publisher, 374 Pearl-strewt. 

Our general custt.m has been to notice such books only as have actually been written, printed, and pub- 
lished. In the present instance, however, we depart from our usual course ; for no one, except Mr. Gould, 
has ever asked us to recommend a hook not yet written, though some have requested us to name a subject 
on which it might l)e ])rofitable for them to write. And there are many, wc doubt not. who would like to 
write a book if they only knew what to say, how to begin, and where to end. The book before us is of the 
quarto size, on good pa^x^r, neatly ruled, and neatly bound : with all the letters of the alphabet, divided into 
sections, printed at the top of tlie page for reference. It is called *' Every Bodr^s Own Book," and the de- 
sign of it IS, as expressed in the title, to "save time, acquire knowledge, and have that knowledge always 
at command ;" three very miportant items in a man*s life. We cannot, perhaps, hotter illustrate the gtMiC 
utility of such a work, than l^ showing how it may be used. Let the reader, then, who wishes to refer, at 
anv time, to what an author says on any suhiect. enter in the " Index," under its appropriate letter, th« 
subject under consideration, and the name of the book, pamphlet, paper, or author where such subject oc- 
cura, and in tlie course of time he will find that he has actually written a book, on all, or nearly all, the sub- 
jects that have been presented to him in the course of his reading. Then, at a future time, if he wish to 
call to mind what he has read on any subject, as on that of (emperonee, for example, he has only to refer to 
his " Index" under the letters " Te," and ho will find references to as many works and authors as he has 
read on that subject. In the work liofore us there is, besides " a key," Ac, a '* lecture," embmcing seven- 
teen large printed pages, wliirh will give the reader much light on many subjects, showing the value of sudi 
a bod^ as the one here recommended. 

Nbw Yobr Evanobmst. GotddPe Universal IndtXf and Every Body's Own Book. By Marcus T. C. 

Gould. Tliird edition. New York : George F. Cooledge, 374 Pearl-street. 1842. 

This is a very convenient common-place-book, for entering or referring to whatever facts, statistics, or 
opinions may occur in one*s reading. It is alphabetically arranged, and die space devoted to each head has 
been adjusted after a most careful and extensrre calculation. In this respect it unquestionably surpasses all 
otherworksof the kind. Something of this sort no reader should ever suffer himself to be without. The 
information which will be thus treasured up and rescued firom oblivion, will be most importa&t and useful. 
The paper is strong and fine, and the binding durable. 

Thb Avboba. Gmtld's Vniversai Index. Mr. Gould, the well-known stenosrrapher, has published a 
work under this title, which no student or man of business should be without. The difficulty of armnging 
oae*s infonnation, so as to refer to it readily, has been a serious one ; but Mr. Gould has in a great measure 
obviated it. By immense research and protracted calculations, ho has perfected a system by which a blank 
book of any number of ua^es may be accurately divided for any purpose, and immediate and future reference. 
So satisfied are we of tne beauties and benefits of this system, thst we have determined to open an index 
•B soon as they are ready, and record the masses of curious information we are every day gaining^ for 
future reference. ^_^ 

Thb Unitbd States Lttbeabt Advbbtisbb, for Jaauarv, 1843. Geo. F. Coolboob, of this city, 
has nearlr completed a nc#r and improved edition of Gould's Universal Index, or Everr Dody*s Own 
Book, with directions for saving time, acquiring knowledge, and having it at command through life, by 
means of an amnopriate alphabetical and numerical key. This work has already run through three 
editions in little more than as many months: no equivocal proof of its cJainis to excellence. It appeazu 
to possess some decided advantai^a over all similar works— such as the " Index Aertun," " Mnemosy- 
Bum," and other common-place-books. , 

JovBNAL OP CoMMBBCB. Gould^s Umversol IndeXj astd Every Body's Own Book. Third EditioB. 
This is a plan for the arrangement and p r es e r v a tion of facts and other details of knowledge, which hs» 
been highly recommended. Published by Geo. F. Cootodge, No. 374 Pearl-street, New York, 



LECTURE. 



Fbankun has said that ^ Time is money ;" that ^ A pemiy saved 
is worth two earned." One wiser than Franklin has said, *" Ta&ke 
fast hold of instruction ;" " Knowledge is better than fine gold ;" 
^ Wisdom is better than rubies ;" ^ A wise man will hear, and will 
increase learning." 

To save time and increase knowledge, then, appear to be desira* 
ble objects. But how shall they be attained 7 Upon this subject 
I will offer a few hints. 

In addition to the numerous lights and aids by which we are sur- 
rounded in youth and manhood, we must have more method, more 
fixedness of design, as it respects the classification and arrangement 
of our knowledge for safe-keeping, future reference and use ; and 
this work must be commenced in our schools and colleges. I would 
recommend the young man who wishes to save iimey and treasure 
up useful knowledge^ to acquire the art of short-hand^ as an invalu- 
able labor and time saving art; it will be found an intellectual lever 
of manifold power. I would advise him, next, to provide a blank 
book, and open an account with each and every important subject, 
branch, or source of information to which his attention may be from 
time to time directed, while at school or college, while studying a 
profession, or otherwise preparing himself for usefulness in active 
life, whether as a farmer, merchant, manufacturer, or mechanic 
This blank book should be an universal index, to be fiiUed up by 
himself, in such manner as to form a sure key to every important 
subject, fact, or circumstance to which he may wish to recur during 
his future life, and to which his children may refer when he shall 
have passed away. 

Each young man might open an account with geography, with 
astronomy, with logic, with rhetoric, with chemistry, geology, mine- 
i^ogy, botany, and the animal kingdom ; with history, ancient, mo* 
dem, civil, profane, or ecclesiastical ; and, if he please, with various 
ramifications of miscellaneous history, such as biography, mytho- 

1 
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logy» memoirs, chronicles, annals, journals, genealogy, romance, 
fables, &c. 

The merchant, who receives a bill of goods from his correspond- 
ent in London or Liverpool, is particulai* not only to file that bill for 
future reference, but to copy it entire into an invoice book, that he 
may at pleasure look to the quantity, quality, and price of the several 
articles. So, the young man who attends a lecture, or course of 
lectures, or reads authors for the information or knowledge which 
they may impart, should, at the close of every such lecture or read- 
ing, or as soon after as practicable,— ^at the end of an hour, a day, 
or a week, at the close of a chapter or volume, pass to the credit of 
the lecturer or author, under appropriate heads, the essential facts 
or ideas which may have been derived from that source — ^not ne- 
cessarily, nor even advisedly, in the very language of the lecturer 
or author, but in the language of the pupil or learner, who should 
always aim to condense language and express ideas with the fewest 
words that will answer the purpose. For it is an acknowledged 
evil of the age in which we live, that our public men, and among 
them some of our great men, think too Kttle, speak too much, and 
write too much. They often fill the broadside of a newspaper with 
words, though their ideas might find room in a nut-shell. A judi- 
cious system like the one which I propose may soon be made famiUar 
and easy, so that every thing may have a place, and every thing be 
in its place. 

The habitual mental efibtt, of endeavoring to grasp the substance 
of what we see, hear, and read — of seeking ideas rather than 
words — the kernel rather than the shell — ^the grain rather than the 
chaff— the gold rather than the dross ; and of classifying, arranging, 
and expressing in our own language, and with the fewest and most 
appropriate words, cannot fail to strengthen the powers of the mind 
and improve the faculty of memory. If, to this, we add the me- 
chanical operation of writing down, we secure still greater advan- 
tages, and shall know more and remember more, though we never 
afterwards look at what we have Written. In addition to this, if 
we resort to the all-important safeguard of committing our notes, at 
once, to the sure keeping of a well-arranged, systematic c&mnum^ 
place bookf to every item in which we have an index or Aey, and 
that key be not permitted to rust for want of use, we may be able 
at a fiiture time to say, we have thereby increased our knowledge 
four-fold, and our command over it ten-fold. . 
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I commenced by recommending a couise for young men ; let me 
now add a few hints for those who are neither very young nor very 
old — ^I mean those who are old enough to have felt the want, and 
to appreciate the value of such a system as I am about to suggest, 
and not too old to profit by it should they think proper to adopt it. 
I will confine myself to no particular classes or professions, for I am 
aware that many gentlemen of the learned professions have their 
vade mecum^ their index rerum^ &c.; that farmers and mechanics 
have their manuals and their companions ; those who navigate rivers 
and lakes have their pUot's guide ; those upon the ocean their prac- 
tical navigator, their instruments and their charts ; but all these are 
made by others. I want each individual to prepare something for 
himself, though all these are valuable in their respective places and 
to particular classes. So, for general use, is the alphabetic arrange- 
ment of a dicticmary, the directory of a city, the gazetteer of a par- 
ticular country or of the world, the index to a leger of accounts, 
to almost every book that is published, and to the various articles 
in an universal encyclopedia ; but there is something yet wanting 
which will come directly home to the case of every individual, and 
which may be called by each individual my own book^ or a key to 
all my own knowledge. As no one can think for us, or answer for 
us in the final day of account, so, neither can any one prepare for 
us precisely such a book as our circumstances require. Do not in- 
fer firom this, that I would recommend the discontinuance of any 
of the facilities which I have named ; they are all necessary and 
proper ; and still, each individual needs the addition of a single 
book, to be prepared by himself, which shall be a key or index to 
all others, and, if properly arranged, to all the acquired knowledge 
of a long life. This great desideratum, though ardently desired by 
many, has been sought for and attained by comparatively few. 
Like many important discoveries and inventions, it has remained 
for the present and future generations to appreciate its importance, 
and profit by its general adoption in academies and colleges. That 
this will be the case in a very few years I have no doubt, notwith- 
standing the wonderful tenacity of habit, sanctioned by the usage 
of ages. To show the blindness and inveteracy of certain literary 
habits, I will produce a single example, directly to the point : 

About the time that steam began to be employed in the United 
States for the propelling of boats, certain gentlemen in New York 
and Philadelphia had commenced a republication, or an American 
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edition of the Edinburg EncyclopsBdia ; but, owing to the failure of 
the projectors and beginners of that great literary work, it was more 
than twenty years in the press. During all that time, the American 
public felt a deep and absorbing interest in the subject of steam ; and 
the learned article which was promised and expected in that work, 
was looked for with almost painful anxiety by its patrons and the 
public ; and though it was actually written for a number of years, 
still it was not reached in alphabetic order till the year 1830. Suc- 
cessive numbers and volumes of the work continued to appear under 
different letters of the alphabet, in order, down to the long looked-for 
letter 8, without the aid of which, it was shrewdly insisted by the 
literati who had the publication in charge, that the word steam 
could not be spelled^ much less, the subject treated of with philosophic 
gravity and a well-grounded hope of success with the American 
people. The properties, powers, and capabilities, of this great agent, 
tteam — ^which has since revolutionized the commercial and manu- 
facturing world, and is now active in every land and upon every 
sea over the habitable globe — ^though then seen, heard, and felt, upon 
almost every American river and lake, could not be described, but 
the subject was actually postponed for twenty years, to give time 
and place to the letters A, B, C, and D ; and a description of acorn, 
bagpipe, conchology, dentology, and other equally important and 
urgent subjects, through all the more favored letters of the alphabetf 
till the theory and practice of steam had become comparatively as 
familiar as ploughing, hoeing, or mowing. 

That very young children should acquire a habit of reading their 
alphabet downward, when they cannot read it upward or promiscu- 
ously, is not at all surprising ; but that grown-up children, men, and 
philosophers, should be kept in leading-strings, and thus tied up to 
habit, is certainly surposing: but it is no less true vrith regard to some 
of the literary shackles imposed by usage and the popular routine of 
schools and colleges, of which I shall have occasion to speak directly. 
I have often heard reasons assigned for not commencing in early life 
some systematic plan of indexing and common«placing, which to me 
appeared equally trivial as that for neglecting the article of steam 
on account of the primogeniture of certain letters of the alphabet 

It is sagely asked, who can make an index to a book till it is 
written or printed ? Who can make a directory to a city till he 
has learned who lives in it, and where they live ? And how can a 
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young man make an index to the contents of his own bnun till there 
18 something in it — ^to various knowledge which he has not yet ac- 
quired, or to the reading of his life till the close of it 7 If there be 
any sense in these inquiries, as well might early lexicographers 
have said, hundreds of years ago, wh^i they found the many thoijt- 
sand words of a language in utter chaos, we cannot make a dio- 
tionary of a language till the words are all made. But such folly 
was not insisted on ; the work of analysis and classification was 
commenced* All words beginning with the letter A were pot 
together in one class ; all beginning with B were put in another, and 
so on through the alphabet, till all were arranged in classes, answer- 
ing to the several letters of the alphabet. This was the first step 
towards that beautiful system of alphabetic arrangement which we 
now find in suoh general use, in the various ways which I have 
enumerated — of course I do not include the abuses of the plan illus- 
trated in the case of steam. But as words continued to multiply 
with the increase of arts, sciences, and knowledge in general, each 
of these great divisions became too extensive for ready reference, 
and necessity soon led to another valuable discovery. It was this : 
that all words beginning with the letter B might, for more ready 
reference, be appropriately placed in subdivisions, according to the 
particular vowel which followed after the first letter of each word, 
viz : ba, be, hi, bo, bu, by ; and so of each letter in its turn, through 
the entire alphabet This plan, taking our English alphabet of 
twenty-six letters, and six of them vowels, would require one hun- 
dred and fifty-six subdivisions, but for the fact that q is always 
followed by u, which reduces the subdivisions to one hundred and 
fifty-one. And this second step was in fact the ne plus idtra ; for 
the same arrangement has continued to the present time, without 
material change. I found this plan in use when I came upon the 
stage some 30 or 40 years ago, and was toM by Barclay, Sheridant 
Entick, and other dictionary-makers, that the English language then 
consisted of about 30,000 words : and the same plan is made to 
answer now, even by Noah Webster himself, who professes to 
know more than all who have gone before him. He has been able 
to gather up, spell, accent, define, and arrange under the same 151 
heads, chapt^rs, and subdivisions, no less than 80,000 words. AU 
these words, like so many letters, papers, or documents, filed and 
deposited in a well-regulated series of pigeon-holes in a post-ofilce 
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or prothonotary*s office, can be readily referred to by any school- 
boy in the land who has a copy of that invaluable work, Webster's 
Dictionary — and by the by, none should be wiAout it. 

I now propose that every man, both young and old, who has 
any regard to system, order, or arrangement, as it respects the 
multifarious matters of interest which have been already brought 
within his observation, or which may hereafter be deemed worthy 
of preservation, shall be enabled, by the aid of a common-place 
book, or general index, filled up by himself, to- turn to any part or 
portion 20 or 40 years hence, as readily as he would turn to a word 
in Webster's Dictionary, a residence in the city of New York — or, 
as readily as our United States librarian puts his hand upon any 
volume in the great national library of Congress, at the Capitol in 
Washington. And who, that has witnessed the readiness with 
which any volume is produced from that immense collection, does 
not admire the system by which the keeper is led to his object with 
such unerring certamty, and with so liUle pains ; — and is this the 
result of haphazard guess work — ^is it a miracle of memory to which 
he is indebted 7 No, it is neither ; it is the result of order and 
method — ^the same kind of systematic arrangement which I propose 
to teach, and to have taught, in the schools and colleges of the 
United States, by means of my lectures, printed instructions, index, 
and common-place books ; for which design I asked and obtained a 
copyright 10 years ago, and which I have lately renewed, with 
improvements. 

I would ask, to whom are we indebted for the philosophic classi- 
fication of the many thousand volumes in our national library T 
We are indebted to the immortal JefFersoh, who, following the ex- 
ample of the French philosophers, had thus classified and arranged 
his own princely library, and whose system has been adhered to in 
arranging the library of the nation, of which his now constitutes so 
large a portion. Following up the hints of Bacon, of Locke, and 
of JeflTerson, a synopsis of two pages (in this work one page) is 
made a key to a printed catalogue of 700 octavo pages ; and this 
catalogue, divided into 44 chapters, is a key to as many thousand 
volumes, the location of each being pointed out like the number and 
street of a resident in the city of Philadelphia, New York, or Bos- 
ton, by means of a directory. 

You have seen with what readiness the merchant or bank clerk 
refers to the minute items of a long account through the alphabetic 
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arrangement of his indezi and the paging of day-book, journal, and 
leger. 

The great characteristic difference between his system and the 
one which I propose is, that his is confined to pounds, shillings, 
pence, or dollars and cents, and mine has to do with men and things 
— ^with authors, books, sciences, arts, times, places, distances, dates, 
amounts, facts, and circumstances— that is, with useful knowledge 
rather than dollars and cents ; with knowledge of every possible 
variety, no matter how varied, for every thing has a name, and 
must be spe^'ed with letters belonging to our common alphabet, of 
wMch there are but 26, and hence my dassificaticm for future re- 
ference is into 26 chapters. A, B, C, D, &c ; and ^ach of these 
chapters into six sections, a, e, i, o, u, y. 

If facts were dollars, and ideas dimes or cents, they would not 
be intrusted to memory alone ; there would be some attempt at 
book-keeping in our schools and colleges, and this plan is oflfezed as 
a system of such book-keeping. A blank book is provided, and by 
previous arithmetical calculation, the several pages are allotted to 
specific objects, as are the several compartments in Ji printer^s 
case ; and subjects, however diversified, are put in their respective 
idaces as a printer distributes his types, and they are sought for 
with the same certainty of success. 

When we reflect upon the scrupulous exactness with which the 
account books of a prudent merchant, farmer, or mechanic, are 
made to show the place, circumstance, or disposition of every item 
of his money or property ; when we see a man, comparatively uned- 
ucated, turning at pleasure to ail the trifling items of a long and 
complicated account of perhaps many years standing, is it not a 
matter for astonishment, that ninety-nine in the hundred of our well- 
educated men are unable, when caHed on, to refer'Vith any degree 
of facility or certainty to a twentiedi part of the valuable informa- 
tics which, in times past, they may have called their own, but of 
which they have now only a vague and indistinct recoUection? 
They are as much at a loss as the printer, when by accident his 
types are thrown into pi. 

Days, weeks, and months, are wasted in tiresome and often firuit- 
less search for that which has been seen, heard, or read, and to 
which recurrence is desirable, but, for want of some rational and 
fixed design, it is perhaps lost for ever. 
' Why is this ? Is it Uiat the items which make up our fund of 
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useful knowledge are so much less valuable than the items which 
compose our perishable earthly riches 7 Certainly not It is that, 
with the exception of Bacon, Locke, Franklin, Jeflferson, and a few 
others, (and among our cotemporaries I would name John Qumcy 
Adams,) the literary world has been divided into two great classes, 
viz : writers and readers. The first have been satisfied with wri- 
ting for others to read ; the sec<»id, with reading what the first have 
written — ^to do which, in this book-making age of the world, is, too 
often, grasping images and shadows rather than objects and reali- 
ties. By undertaking too much, they endanger all. It is like at- 
tempting to cull flowers and fruit from the gardens and fields which 
we pass on a railroad excursion. Those who have read a hun- 
dred or a thousand books, are oflen less learned than some of a 
former age who read but ten books. But our ftithera have done 
without system, our cotemporaries are now generally without 
method ; and from our primary schools to our coUeges and univer- 
sities, the learner is permitted to revel amid rich profusions of use- 
ful learning, comparatively without mental effort, and widiout 
method or design as to future reference or future want He is per- 
mitted to lavish for the present, and depend on memory for the fu- 
ture. The mental labor being performed by authors and teachers, 
the pupil not unfrequently finds himself in afterlife like the profligate 
heir, but little better for his inheritance. To see the absurdity of 
this prodigal coarse, we have only to refer to any of the ordinary 
interests and pursuits of human life, except that of acquiring and 
retaining usefiri knowledge. 

Locke's plan, variously modified, has been adopted by a very 
few professional men ; but, so far as I am informed, no one, except 
myself, has underti^Len to prepare and bring into general use, 
tlmmgh academies and colleges, a system of book-keeping, the ob- 
jects of which are co-extensive with the vast circle of human know- 
ledge, and still so simplified as to be adapted to the capacity of 
youth, and so cheap as to find its way into common schools. 

The accomplished lawyer, who has an important suit to manage, 
and especially if well feed for it, after learning all that he can of 
the merits and demerits, fi'om his cKent, examines various authori- 
ties, calls into requisiticm all his own fund of acquired knowledge 
and experience, and, firom all these, with all the testimony in the 
case, he prepares a brief for argument This brief, in his own 
words, would be fit matter for his own common-place book, and 
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flhould at ODce find its pkoe there, for it may be ufefiil some other 
day ; it would occupy but little space, though embodying the result 
of extensive and laborious research, and could be turned to by an 
index at any time through life. Suppose that, from some cause, 
the suit in question should be postpcmed for a number of years, and 
the brirfi instead of being thus recorded in its appropriate place, 
should be left upon a loose scrap of paper in the ordinary way, 
and the paper lost— -would not the lawyer have cause to regret that 
he had neglected the three or five minutes to his place-bookt which 
would save him, now, the labor of, perhaps, as many hours, days, 
or weeks 7 

I have given this single example, of a shig^ individual, upon a 
single subject, in making a single entry in his own place*book, or 
general index ; and I desire to see each and every individual treating 
each and every important subject in the same systematic and tho- 
rough way through life, so far as his situation, calling, and ability 
may enable him. With this resolution, this system, and laudable 
industry, I riiould have no fear but that he would become a wiser 
man, than if he left every thing to chance, as is now the practice. 

But there must be a beginning ; and I am asked, how shall I be- 
gin? I will endeavor to tell you. 

The merchant can open a set of bodes and commence keepmg 
accounts with a single individual ,upon a single page of his leger, 
and as his business increases, he can open a page for each additional 
customer, without creating any confhsion. And so it is with tins 
plan — ^It can be commenced by littles, not necessarily by lawyon 
and other learned or professional men, but by boys at schocd, from 
whose ranks all profiMrions, trades, and occupations, are, and must 
continue to be replenished. But, as this has not been the case in 
sdiools heretofore, we must take things as we find them— iM>t as 
we vrish them. 

We will then suppose that the fermer, the merchant, or the me- 
chanic, already entered upon the active duties of life to the neglect 
of all system and memoranda, riiould now determine to open a 
general index, according to my advice, and in imitation of the ex- 
amjde which I have g^ven. Suppose he shoidd apfdy his best mei^ 
tal faculties to a few subjects, which he may think most deservipg 
of his consideration, and record the result in the fewest words which 
may answer the end. Suppose that he riK>uld, at the same time, 
commence -fiiafr mimhai iiig, and indexing all i n y or t a nt Mate p** 

2 
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pen and other documents which fall in his way* rather than throw* 
ing them imder foot — do you not think it would richly compensale 
him, or his children, for the time and trouble bestowed 7 I think if 
would. 

For his amusement, then, if not for his edification, let me suggest 
the contents of a few pages in his book — ^without particular regard 
to order, as it respects the importance of subjects, or fitness, as to 
precedence among the subjects. 

Suppose he devotes one page to agricultural interests, one to 
mechanic arts, one to trade and commerce, one to natural sciences, 
one to literature, one to politics, one to religion, one to law, one to 
medicine, one to proceedings in congress, one to proceedings in the 
legislature of his own state, one to canals and railroads— one to abo- 
lition if he think proper — ^but if so, one to colonization, one to 
anti-masonry and masonry, one to whiggery, one to anti-whiggery, 
&c. — ^though, in my opinion, he might better substitute for the last 
six, the following three, viz : one to minding his own business, one 
to letting the business of others alone ; and thirdly, one to faith, hope, 
and charity. 

I am aware that this is rather a formidable series for a beginner, 
and still I have named but twenty subjects, of which, I should pre- 
fer to drop ffiz, leaving but fourteen. 

Now who could not, if he would, keep an account even with 
tweiUy of his neighbors, upon twenty separate pages of his leger, 
with an alphabetical index referring to the page of each man's ac- 
count ? And where a man has any considerable business or inter- 
course with twenty of his neighbors, would it not be better for him 
to keep some kind of accounts, than to trust all to memory and keep 
hone at all ? 

I have no desire to dictate the topics, or the number of them — ^let 
every one select for himself. The subjects may be varied, and in- 
creased, at pleasure, from the twenty which I have named, to forty- 
four, which are found sufficient on Jefibrscxi's plan for thirty or forty 
thousand volumes of a library; to one hundred, which is the greatest 
number required by Locke with all his learning; or to one hundred 
and fifty-(Hie, the number required by Noah Webster, for classifying 
all the words of the English language, of which he has exhibited 
eighty thousand. 

When an appropriate book and index are provided, and a few 
accounts opened, the main difficulty is surmounted^^l after is 
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pleasant and profitable. As often as any thing is seen, heard, or 
read, deserving of preservation or future reference, 4et it be posted 
to its proper account, like an item of dollars and cents in a l^[er« 
When a new subject occurs, open a new account, and if one page 
is filled, pass to the next, — ^without even the usual precaution, ne* 
cessary in a common leger, of placing at the foot of the ftdl page, 
the number of the new page to which you have removed, and at 
the head of the new page, the number of that from which you last 
came, adding in every instance, the new number to the index ; for 
the index which I furnish is already complete. To men of business, 
there is of course nothing new in this to require further explanation, 
but I speak for youth, as well as for men of business. 

The entries in a common-place hock should stand like names, births, 
ages, marriages, and deaths, in a family Bible. What is thus once 
well done, is done for ever — ^it need not be done again. And in 
order that such a book may last through a man's life, the entries 
should be brief, as they are in a leger of accounts, and in shor^ 
hand if practicable — ^that is, by all those who have learned, or can 
learn conveniently, that labor-saving art Each entry should be a 
mere syllabus or brief of the subject to which reference is to be 
made. The book being a generd repository, or warehouse for in- 
tellectual goods, wares, and merchandise, the entries should be 
heads and skeletons of important subjects; mtoy of which, without 
this artificial aid, could never be recalled by memory, for any valu- 
able purpose ; but, with it, may be brought up at any future time, 
with all the freshness of original conception. 

While the foregoing object is satisfactorily accomplished by the 
short entries recommended — ^the general index is at the same time 
employed as a key to various other books, and to numerous subjects 
not found in this book, except by name, and to be turned to, or 
sought for, according to the dircctioRs g^ven at the time the entries 
are made, and in pursuance of the plan which I shall now explain. 
This, doubtless, will be the most important use to which the book 
will be applied, by a majority of those who adopt the plan ; as it 
avoids, in a good degree, the unwelcome toil imposed by common- 
placing in the usual way. 

The man who thinks a great deal, reads a great deal, and writes 
a great deal ; or, in other words, the man who knows a great deal, 
and would know still more, and have it at command, should, in 
addition to the book which I have recommended, be provided with 
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a Uaak book for a diary or joumai^i — with a letter book* scrap 
book, and portfolio, lettered and numbered ; and also with a series 
of boxes or pigeon-holesy for the safe-keeping of papers, pamphlets, 
dec. These pigeon-holes should be lettered alphabetically, or num- 
bered, as we see them in post-offices and other well-regulated offices, 
public and private. 

Every pamphlet, and every paper, not bekHtging to the fiscal or 
business department of a man s a£birs (which we presume to be al* 
ready weU cared for,) should be numbered, either under some ap- 
propriate head or class, such as I have heretofore intimated, or as 
a prothoDOtary numbers his writs, his suits, his judgments, his ex- 
ecutions, dsc. ; or, if no appropriate account has yet been opened in 
the pko^book, then under the head mUcettanemUf till at some future 
lime, the miscellaneous items thus accumulated are posted to their 
appropriate accounts. 

AH presidential and gubernatorial messages or addresses, and the 
reports from the principal departments of our national and state 
governments, shotjdd be regularly numbered and placed in their 
appropriate boxe^— or for want of such repository, in packages, 
buiidles, or files, with the numbers entered in the universal index — 
BO that by the key and the name of the author or subject they can 
be turned to at pleasure ten or twenty years hence. 

The newspapers, cc»ktaining speecires upon important subjects, by 
John Q. Adams, Clay, Webster, Buchanan, Benton, Calhoun, &c., 
mig^t also be thus numbered and preserved, where full files of the 
papers are not kept ; for the history of our day would be very im- 
periact without the aid of these speeches — to say nothing of the 
aroma and spice which they yield to political life, or the present 
light which they shed upon the leading topics of the age in which 
we live* 

The preeent seeker of political fame, in the counsels of state or 
nation, should not fail to open an account with, or assign a pigeon- 
hole in his cabinet to each of these individuals, and frctm time to 
time, to such others as may become alike distinguished, and be 
thought deserving of such a provision. 

By turning to the account of Andrew Jackson, had such an ar- 

* The anthor of this lecture was informed by the venerable John Quincy Adams but 
a few houn since, that he, in youth, acquired the art of thorUvoritmg^ which he had used 
lees or more through life ; that he had also adopted and uaed Loeke*a eoimmmLfUtpe jrfsa; 
«iid for ths ItttiMtr yean, b^pt* Hmy erjarnntUt wit|i fcw jntcnniwwiifc 
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mi^ment been entered into and punmed^ from the battle o( New 
Orleans till the close of his administration, entries like the following 
might probably be found : battle at New Orleans, January 8^ 1815» 
see National Intelligencer, or other document. No. — f pigeon-hole 
No. 7 ; that is, supposing that each of the former presidents of the 
United States, had a separate hot assigned him. Again, presiden- 
tial election 1835, result of, by the House of Representatives — see 
paper No. — . Election 1829, result of, Intelligencer, New Yorit 
Spectator, Richmond Enquirer, &e., Na -^ Inaugurati<»i, inaugu- 
ral address, &c.. No. — . First message to congress, No. *-^ Re* 
moving deposits. Veto of United States Bank, Specie Circular, ^&c. 
icc.9 slU numbered and arranged in the same order, and in the same 
pige(»i-hole or file* 

Under the head, H. Clay or J. C. Calhoun, might be found the 
following entries: Speech of^ on chartering U« 8. Bank, 1816, paper 
No. — ^ renewing charter U. S. B. Compromise tariff^ distributioa 
surplus revenue, proceeds of public lands, northeastern boundary, 
steamboat Caroline, Alexander McLeod, the Florida war, including 
~ the blood-hounds," the bankrupt law without the hounds, dec, d^^, 
all in similar order, with the number of each document entered in 
the proper account 

Upon another page, but under the appropriate beads, would be 
found entries like these : See Niles' Register, vol. 17, page -«-> En- 
cyclopedia Americana, vol. 10, page -^ Marshall's Washington, re- 
vised edition, octavo, Fhila., vol. 1, page •— , &c., &c. This plan 
would take but little writing, and occupy but tittle space, so that a 
general index, the size of a new testament for schools, would be suf- 
ficient, as an index, for John Quincy Adams, with 70 or 80 volumes 
of his own manuscript In most cases, however, the entries may 
be made so fall, especially when short-hand is used, as to supersede 
the necessity of future reference to other sources ; and when it is 
apprehended that such sources may not be accessible, the entries 
should not fail to be so full as to give all that is essential upon the 
subject ; and with a view to this the blank books are made suffi- 
ciently large for common-place entries, and pretty extensive memo- 
randa. The shorter plan of mere index entries, is resorted to as a 
saving of time, labor, and space, and when there is little doubt that 
the books, papers, and other sources where the subjects may be 
found, will be accessible in future. After the various provisions which 
have been suggested, for saving common-place labor, by the syste- 
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matio arrangement and indexing of papers, pamphlets, &c., if wri- 
ting must be actually done, and if a subject be deserving of a longer 
tm'itten extract or memorandum than would be appropriate for the 
place-book or general index, let it be written upon a separate sheet 
of paper, numbered, and placed in its appropriate pigeon-hole, as if 
it were a pamphlet or newspaper, containing some important state 
paper — ^not neglecting to make, at the same time, a corresponding 
entry in the general index as a key to future reference. 

Every professional gentleman should have, in addition to what I 
have named, a separate blank book for all that appertains to his own 
particular profession or business ; just as much as he should have a 
day4>ook and leger for dollars and cents. 

For the sake of a more familiar illustration of the nature and uses 
of this system, permit me to speak of myself, and some of my former 
labors in this line. At the age of twenty, while reading Locke on 
the Human Understanding, my attention was drawn to his plop of a 
oommon-place book, usually published at the close of that worL 

Although the plan had been devised by him more than one hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, and was evidently imperfect in some re- 
spects, it was the first, and only thing of the khid that I had seen. 
Its importance struck me most forcibly, and with some trifling modi- 
fications I adopted it as my own. I prepared a blank book and 
commenced tiding short-hand notes, and making briefs not only 
finom Locke, but from various other works, and in the following or- 
der, viz : from Paley's Moral Philosophy, Sheridan's Elocution, Dun- 
can's Logic, Blair's Rhetoric, Enfield's Natural Philosophy, Fergu- 
son's Astronomy, Stuart's Metaphysics, Yattel's Law of Nations, 
Montesquieu's Spirit of Laws, &c The original stenographic notes 
thus taken, are still in my possession, and I often refer to them, with 
pleasure and profit — ^though they are less perfect than I could de- 
sire. I have scarcely found time to read a page in either of those 
authors, for the last twenty-seven years ; and yet I could in a few 
hours prepare myself for a critical examination on any one of them 
by the simple aid of the short-hand skeletons which I then pre 
pared — ^in the way which I now recommend to others. 

I was delighted with the plan, and astonished at the result ; for 1 
soon became convinced, that hours were worth more to me with 
this plan, than days had been without it During the next few 
years, I used short-hand chiefly for business memoranda, for cor- 
respondence with a few select friends, for my own compositions, 
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the recording of tetters, and occasionally the substance of a sennont 
for my own edification, or the gratification of my fiiends. 

My own life has been devoted to various branches of business, in 
all of which, I have found short-hand and common-placing of infinite 
value to me — ^whether as a merchant in the country — author, pub* 
Usher, or bookseller in the cities — ^lecturer and teacher in schools 
and colleges — ^reporter in Congress, State Legislatures, conventions 
and courts— or as western land-agent 

During all these vicissitudes I have necessarily had a very exten- 
sive acquaintance and intercourse vrith men of almost every class 
and profession ; and have seen, in nearly all of them, a great deft* 
dency as to method. I have heard it almost universaUy regretted 
among learned men, that they had not in early life acquired 
the art of short- writing,* and been put in possession of some ra- 
tional plan for referring to their various knowledge through life. 
These regrets, from high authorities, have more and more confirm- 
ed the opinions which I formed at an early day, as to the importance 
of shortpwriting and comm<m-placing, and the great advantages 
which would result from the teaching of these branches in our 
schools and coUege&^^for both may be acquired in a week, so as to 
answer the purpose proposed, and by a little practice they would 
floon be as familiar as the principles of arithmetic and grammar. 

I now repeat what I have often asserted, which has been seldom 
contradicted, and which cannot be refiited, viz : By the aid of these 
two facilities, familiarized in youth, more than half the labor of ac- 
quiring usefiil knowledge and making it available through life, may 
be saved to the learner* Or in other words, a person may acquire 
with these facilities, in a given time, quadruple the amount of use- 
ful knowledge which it would be possible for him to acquire without 
these aids. Not that I have myself improved in that proportion ; 
but what I have acquired, has been with trifling time and labor, in 
comparison to the amount usually bestowed by others upon the 
same subjects ; and what I have oace acquired, I shall have at com- 
mand through life. 

It is objected by some, that this course is too mechanical ; that it 
wilLtake too much labor ; that the memory will be injured by it 

« 

* As a proof of its lahoTt spMe, snd time §&mng poweis, let it be undeistood, that this 
ontiie leeture^ of 17 laige printed psges, pnpared to be reaS in public, wss originally 
written in my nsnal rumdng ekorUhand^ upon a single sbeet of letter papep«-thougli in 
oriinarr ccmmoB.hand it would hata required fivm fiTe to eight sheets. 
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rather than improved. To these, iet me tucy — he who leams to 
write five or six times as fast as he was wont, or as others usu- 
ally write, and by judicious system and early habit is enabled to 
grasp the substance of a volume — ^to analyze, condense, arrange in 
hia mind, and present upon a page of his index a synopsis of the 
whole, while another would barely read it-— does not, by this ezercise, 
injure the memory, but invigorates the mind and improves the me- 
mory ; and this is the exercise, which it is the object of the present 
lecture to recommend and introduce. The mind, being released 
from the incumbrance of unnecessary words and space, finds more 
time to grow and expand by reflecting upon and comparing the 
ideas which wards may have infused. The learner looks upon his 
synopsis of a single page, as he looks upon the map of a country, 
and, at a glance, the substance of a volume is brought in view. It 
is true, the memory should be the repository of ideas rather than 
of wards f which are, at best, but the mere vehicles of thought, and 
always at hand where thought is; and having performed their 
<^ce of communicating ideas, they are as useless as the spelling- 
books, grammars, and geographies of our childhood. Having 
leamed the ideas, we care not for the words in which they were 
dothed — any more than the fanner, for the chaff which he commits 
to the winds and the beasts of the field, having first secured the 
grain ; but let us not give a certainty for an uncertainty. 

The memory, while it should not be overburdened with unneces- 
sary verbiage, should never be released from that habitual exertion 
on which its own liealth and preservation depend ; for the great 
secret of preserving and improving the memory, consists in giving 
it a sufiicient quantity of the right kind of aliment, affording due 
time for its digestion, and no more relaxation than is absolutely ne- 
cessary for the restoration of its healthy functions. 

The person, therefore, who adopts the &oilities which I have been 
recommending, does not substitute them far memory, but employs 
them as its assistants — as its kiK>wledge-bearer8, to gather up, pre- 
serve, and hold in readiness for fiiture use, that which memory need 
not be continually cumbered with, and to which it cannot resort at 
pleasure or with certainty without some sudi artificial aid. 

The anticipated improvement and b^iefits are to flow from the 
mutual and reciprocal co'^jperation of shori'writing^ common-placing^ 
or indexing^ and memory^ as auxiliaries each to the other. 

Suppose it were desirable, for a particular object, to refer to the 
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wrttten account of some distinguished individual who stands consfH- 
CU0U8 upon the page of history, ancient or modern : the orators, Dc- 
motthenes w Cioero ; the poets, Homer or Virgil ; the philosophers, 
lawgivers, wise men, historians, or celebrated writers, of antiquity, 
Socrates, Plato, Diogenes, Epicurus, Solon, Seneca, Josephus, Pliny; 
or to the emperors, kings, conquerors, presidents, and generals of 
the world at large, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Hannibal, 
Cincinnatus, Scipio. Washington, Bonaparte, Bolivar; or to the 
Henrys, the Edwards, the Richards, the Georges, the WiUiams, or 
the Queens of England : without some kind of system or method, 
more than is usually adopted at schools and colleges, or practised 
by those who read professedly for the purpose of future benefit, 
there might be very great inconvenience in turning, at once, to the 
subject {NToposed, because you must look to the history of Greece, of 
Rome, England, France, North America, South America ; you must 
resort to various volumes, and probably beyond your own library — 
and thousands there are who have no library. But, upon my plan, 
every young man should have all such subjects arranged in his place- 
book, or general hidex, while at school, so that, in all after life, he could 
turn to them as he would turn to a word in a dictionary. 

A word further: Suppose you would know the latitude, longitude, 
boundaries, extent of territory, population, form of government, 
amount of revenue, of national debt, number of the army or navy of 
any country in Europe, or the population of any European city ; 
the time of any great naval battle among the European powers ; or 
if you would refer to some feature in the Constitution of the United 
States, or of any individual State ; to the organization andf general 
business arrangements of any of the various departments of our 
national government, from the executive downward ; or if even you 
would look to the components of the British parliament — the 
Peers — of blood-royal, the archbishops, dukes, marquises, earls, vis- 
counts, bishops, barons— or the Commons^ and the relative number 
representing England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales; however mis- 
cellaneous and dissimilar^ in all respects, these several subjects may 
appear, they are all alike simple in an Index. 

As a proof of the simplicity and efficiency of this system, so far 
as my own reading and knowledge are concerned, it affords me 
pleasure to answer any interrogatories which may be put upon any 
of the subjects named, or other topics upon which I have ever read, 
deeming the subject-matter worthy of preservation. 

3 
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PIFFERENT SYSTEMS AND MODES OF CLASSIFICATION. 

I now close my instructions and hints to young men by referring to several modes of 
daseilication, and to Chancellor Kent's course of reading. 

SYSTEM OF DR. LOCKE. 

As to Locke's system of conmion-placing, to which I haye alluded^ I must be penait- 
ted to say— ^however clear the ideas of that author were upon other subjects, he was not 
fortunate in the description of his own method of common-placing ; for not one in twenty 
has been able to understand and practise it, without perplexity and blunders. It was 
only adapted to his own use, and tlie use of those, like himself, who read, think, and 
write continually. Various modifieations and imitations have been tecommended aad 
adopted, without material improvement. 



CLASSIFICATIOxV OF PHILADELPHIA LIBRARY, FOUNDED 173L 
The catalogue of this immense library extends through two octavo volumes, or 1,046 
pages. The whole is divided into five eUi$8e»^ and these classies into 181 minor divi. 
tions, viz : 

1. Religion .... into 30 subdivisions, . • requiring 20 alphabets. 



3. JUBISFRUOEKCK . 
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3. Science akd Arts . 


. 58 
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4. Belles-Lettres 
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5. History . . . 
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tt 



181 

By a synopsis of tlircc pages, we are shown the particular page of the general cats, 
logue upon which each subdivision commences ; and from that commencement, all the 
particular works belonging to that subdivision arc ranged in alphabetic order ; and in that 
arrangement is shown the number of the volume in the entire library, instead of the nam- 
her in a particular subdivision ; but still, the alphabetic series is reported to no less than 
181 timee — and onct for the names of authors, making 182. 



JEFFER80N'S5 SYNOPSIS, AND THE CLASSUICATIOX OF BOOKS IN 

CONGRESS LIBRARY, WASHINGTON CITY. 

(Si:X NEXT FAOE.) 

Having alluded to the philosophic synopsis or clussiiication of Mr. Jefferson, I have 
thought best to exhibit it entire, being unwilling to keep back any thing which may bo 
useful, and believing as I do, that it may lead to reflection, examination, and improvement. 

It will be seen that this classification has fm'nished matter for forty-four distinct chap, 
ters, and the present library of congress is thus divided. 

The various works in tliis immense hbrary are not numbered in a continuous series, 
as is the case in some Ubrories ; but the distinct subjects or works belonging to eaoh 
chapter, are numbered in a separate series ; and are turned to in the catalogne, by the 
alphabetic arrangement of that particular chapter. To do this, the alphabetic series is 
resorted to no leas than /erf y./our times; besides being once employed upon the names 
of authors alone. Having the name of an author, his work is ttuned to in the ordinaiy «l 
phabetic way ; and if he has written upon subjects belonging to several chapters, tboao ohap. 
ters arc here pointed out, as also the pages of the general catalogue, where the particulsr 
works are specified by title, and their number in the chapter given — ^by this last number, 
the book is selected from the ehelvcSi 



LXCTURX 



Mr. JuTuitON Bays, 

BOOKS may be oUned ftcixxdiiig to the frcultiea of the miiul empftyed on Ihem. These ere, 

I. MEMORY. IL REASON. III. IMAGINATION. 

Which are applied reapectively to— 
t HISTORY. n. PHILOSOPHY. lU. FINE ARTS. 

Ckoft. 



Civil 



{Civil proper 
Ecclenastical . 



! Ancient 
Modem 



Ancient Hintory 
( Foreign 



.Natural 



jBritieT 
( American 
Eccletiasticfll 

{Natural PhiloMplqr 
Agriculture 
Chemiatry 
Suraery 
Medicine 
r Animala . K Anatomy 

Natural Hiatory proper I Vegetable. B^iSy^ . 

1, Mineral! . Mineialoffy 
Occupationa of Man Technical Arts 



i Moral niUosophv 7 
{ Law of Nature, AC. ( 

Religion . 
' Common Law, dec. 

Com. Law— Reports 

Equity 

Ecclesiastical . 

Law, Merchant, &g. 

Codes, Statutes 

PoUtics . 

Commerce 

Arithmetae 

Geometry . 
' Mechanics 

Statics 

Dynamics 

PneumaticB 

Phonics 

Optics 

Aetronoray 

Geography 



1 
S 
3 
4 
5 

e 

7 
8 
9 
10 
U 
IS 
13 
14 
Iff 

16 

17 
18 
19 
90 
91 
2Sl 
23 

94 

95 
26 



97 

98 
98 

30 
31 



33 

34 

35 

36 
37 
38 

30 



40 

41 
49 
43 
44 



s 






Moral 



Ethics 
Religious . 



Juriqinidence 

Eeonomical 
rPure. 



• » • 



* • 



Mathematical < 



« • • « • 



Physico-Mathematical 



^ Architecture 
Gardening 
Painting , 
Sculpture 
Music 
Puetry 
Romance 



m. FINE ARTS 



Poetry 

Trogedy 

Comedy 
Dialogue 
Epistles 

Oratory 



.Cnsidam . « 
AU who have written on various blanches 



Architecture 
Gardening 
Painting . 
Scnlptnro . 
Music 
Epic 

Tales, Fables 
rPhstonils . 
Odes 
Elegies 
Didactic . 
Tragedy . 
Comedy . 
Dialogue . 
Epistles 

S Logic 
Rhetoric . 
Orations , 
Theory . 
Bibliography 
Languages 
Polygraphical 



\ 



84 LICTUB*. 



LIBRARY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY, 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

The vftrioas worics, constitutiin^ this libray of more than 40,000 volumes, are all enu. 
merated by title, requiring two yolumea octavo, of 949 pagee. A third volume, of 99t 
pages, gives a synopeis of the whole library divided into aix cxiissu, which clanes are 
subdivided into fifty secftottf, and the place of each volume, in any one of these aectaona, 
ia pointed out through the number of the page upon which the tUU of the volume m 
found, in the principal catalogue of 949 pages ; and this catalogue gives the numbtr 
of the volume in its particular section, and as it stands upon the shelves of the libraiy in 
that section. Here, again, the alphabetic series is resorted tone less than Xfljr Iwict. 



SYNOPSIS AND CLASSIFICATION OF HARVARD UBRARY. 



CLASS I. 

THEOLOGY. 

BicTioN I. Holy Scriptures. 

II. Natural religion, 

in. Evidences of revealed religion, 

ly. Scripture historiee, biblical dictionaries, coneordancea, 

V. Critical theology. 

VI. Dogmatic, controversial, and practical theology. 
Vn. Pamnetic theology. 

vm. Fathers of the church. 

IX. Ecclesiastical history. 

X. Jewish antiquities, history, and literature. 

XI. Miscellaneous divinity* 

XU. Various religions and superstitions. 

CLASS II. 

JURISPRUDENCE, GOVERNMENTS, AND POLTTICa 

SaonoR I. Law of nature and nations, treatises. 

II. Civil law, 

in. Common ecclesiastical law. 

IV. Statute, common, and chancery law. 

V. General and miscellaneous law, (indudiqg feudal, maritime, and comi 

mon law, &c.) 

VI. Government and politics. 

Vn. Polidcal economy, finance, money, trade, commerce. 



S«a«TVEB. 

CLASS III. 

SCIENCE AND ARTa 

D^enow It FiiiMiO|Miy« 

II. MadwDifttiet. 

nL Phyiks. 

IV. Natnnl hwtoty. 

V. Medicine. 

VI. Fine end usefbl atte. 
Vn. Eneydopedis^joanialiipubfiefttioBeorietraed 

CLASS IV. 

BELLES-LETTREa 

StcnoH I. Bibfiogrephx. 

n. Literary hi^ocy. 

m. GrammirMidLenocigiiiiky^ 

IV. Rhetorie and criticinn. 

V. Greek antium. 

VI. Andent Latin anthon. 

vn. TVanalationa of Greek and Latin anthon. 

VUL Poetry. 

DL Workfl of .fiction and hnmor, apothecma, provMba, i ^H ^ h wil 

X. Orationai addseane, apeeefaea. 

XL Oriental literature. 

Xn. Periodical worka, regislen, diiMiofieB, gawftaa. 
XnL BfisoeDanaom autfaon. 

CLASS V. 

HISTORY. 

Sacnoir I. Antiquidea, Mydiology, moninnatSce, heraldry, ipumlogy. 

n. Geography, topography, statietica. 

in. Voyagea and trarela. 

IV. General hiatory and chronology. 

V. Ancient hiatory. 

VI. Modem hiBtocy of oontinental EoiOBa* 
vn. Bntiah hiatory. 

Vm. A«atie^ Afiican, and other hiatoiy. 

IX. American history* 

X# Biography and peiaonal nairatirec 

CLASS VI. 

fVORXS RSLATOre TO AKBRICA 



. ^ 



LKCTUmt. 



CHANCELLOR KENT'S COURSE OF READING, 

DRAWN UP FOR THE 

t78E OP THE MEMBERS OF THE MERCANTHiE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF THE CITY OP NEW YORK. 



I. ANCIENT LITERATURE. 

1. Oraek History. 

9. Greek Oratoiy. Philoflophy, and Poetry. 

3. Roman History. 

4. Roman Oratory, Philosophy, and Po«try« 

5. Jewish Antiquities* 

II. MODERN LITERATURE. 

1. General E2uropean History. 

S. General Litoratore and Philosophy of Europe. 

3. British Histoiy. 

4* History of the other States of Europe. 

5. History of the Asiatic and AIncan Powers^ 

m. AMERICAN HISTORY. 
1. United States. 
S. Other parts of America. 

IV. TRAVELS. 

1. Travels in the United States. 

8. — in other parts of America. 

3. in Great Britain. 

4. in France. 

5. -- in Spain. 

6.   in Italy and Sicily. 

7. in Holland, Belgium, Germany and 

8. in the North of Europe. 

9. in Western Asia. 

10. in Eastern Asia and Australia. 

11. in Africa. 

V» VOYAGE& 

1. In the Southern Hemisphere and N. Pacific. 
d. In the Northern Hemisphere. 

VI. BIOGRAPHY. 
1. American. 
d. European. 

Vn. POETRY. 
Vni. PROSE FICTIONS. 
IX. SCIENCE. 

X. CONSTITUTIONAL AND COMMERCIAL LAW. 
XI. ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE. 
Xn. EVIDENCES OF NATURAL AND REVEALED RELIGION. 
Xm. MISCELLANEOUS. 



The Catalogue selected mider the sevenl heads above indicaled, eonsists of §eUet 
books in the English language, and with which it would be useful and oraainental for 
•Tiiy gendeman, in every bnsineas and pursuit, to have some acquaintance. 

The olawififttion and variety of the selection, are intended to meet the various tastes 
end Mto of thinking of the nunerous members of the Mercantile Library Association. 



LXCTUBS. 27 



BIOGRAPHY. 

(1.) AMERICAN'. 

i. AmtIm' lift and WriUngw of Wmthington, 13 vols^ 1837. 
9 Mdnk^Wo Lifo of Waohmgtm, in 3 \o\)^ PhO., 1834. 

3. Sparko' Worko of Franklin, wUh hii Lift, 10 vds., Boston, 1836—9. 

4. Tht Ufo of John Jay, kyki9Son,2 vols.. New Yoik, 1833. 

5. Sparks Xyie of Chmverneur Morris, 3 vplii,, Boston, 1838. 

€. 7Ae JU/e of WOUam Livingoton, ky Sedgwick, New York, 1833. 

7. TAe life of Alexander HamOton, by ki$ Son, New York, 1834. 

8. IIosaek*e Memoir ofDe Witt (UinUm^ New York, 1839, 4to. 

9. Wkealon*» Life of WiUiam Finekney, New York, 1836. 

10. WirVo Life of Fatriek Henry, Philadelphia, 1896. 

11. Tudor'o Ufe of Otio, Boeton, 1833. 

13. &wr&f> Life of Ledyard tke TVaveller, Cambridg*, 1838. 

13. &on^9 Life of Brani, 3 toIb. 

14. Belknafo American Biography, 3 Tola., 1794—1798. 

15. Sparked American Biography, 10 vola., Boston. * 

(2.) EUROPEAN. 

A few only of the most interesting wotka of the kind can be sekoted. 

1. BoeweWo Life of Joknaon, 3 vols., edit. 1793. 

do do edited by Croker, 3 vols., New Yofk, 1833. 

9. MiddUimCe Life of Cicero* qo 

3. FriM'e Ufe of Burke, 1835. 

4. Frior'9 Life of GoldemUh, 1837. 

5. Southetfa Life of NeUon, {Fam, Uh.) The most delightful and periiaoa tha most 

durable of all Southey's productions. 

6. SouthMfe Life of Cowper, 3 yoIs. 

7. Lord Amer'oLAfe of Prederiek of Pruo8ia,fl yols. Harpers* Family Libniy, No. 41 

8* Cumberlan^a Memoire, written by himaelf, 1806. j 

9. Ia/o and Correepondence of JJord ColUngwood, 1839. 

10. Otter*e Life of Edward Z>. Clarke, 1837. 

11. Sir Wmiam Forhee Ufe of Beattie, 180& 

13. CondorceVe Ufe of Turgot, 1787. { 

13. Ufe of Sir William Jonee, by Jjord TeigraMiaih* 

14. Ufe of Sir Humphrey Davy, by hie Brother, 3 vola 

15. Life of Bume, % Br, Carrie, Ufe of Bume, by Loekhart. 

16. Ufe of Sir Walter Scott, by JLockhart, in 3 vols. 

17. Ufe of Mro. Siddone, by Campbell, 

18. Ufe of Telford, written by himself, London, 1838. ' 

19. Ufe of Charles Lamb, by Talfourd, 3 vols., 1837. i 

30. The Despatches of the Duke of WeUington, 13 vols. 

31. The Autobiographical Ufe ofQibbon, i 
33. The Annual Biography from 1807 to 1837, in 31 vols. 

33. iMrd BroughamU Sketches of eminent Statesmen under Geoige 3d. 

34. Cunninghmn's Lives of the most eminent Painters. HsrperB' Family Library, 6 wok i 

35. Bishop Heber's Ufe, by his Widow, 3 vols.. New York, 1830. i 

36. Ufe of Sir Isaac Newton, by Brewster. Harpen' Family Library. > 

37. Johnson*s Uses of the Foets, 4 vols. The most interesting of all his works. 

38. Ufe of Calvin, btf Waterman, Hartford, 1813. 
89. Siswarfs Ufe of Dr. Eobertson. 

30. BusseWs Ltfe of Cromwell, 3 vols. Harpers* Family Library, 1839. 

31. Harper^ Family Library, No. 38, 39, 40. 

33. Wilberforce's Ufe, by JUs Son, 4 vols., 8vo., London, 1838. 

33. SeotVs Biographical Memoirs of eminent NoveUets, 3 vola. 

34. Seotes Ufi of Swift, 1 vol., {Frooe Works, vol. 3.) 

35. States Ufe of Dryden, 1 vol., {Frose Works, vol. 1.) 

36. BiooeoeU Ufe of Cervantes 1839. 
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